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INTRODUCTION:

Anlong Veng is a place of special importance within Cambodia’s recent histo-
ry. From the troubled history of Pol Pot and Ta Mok’ final days of resistance,
to the hopeful moments of the Win-Win policy, there are important social
and cultural stories to be told.

Reonciliation and integration of former Khmer Rouge residents must con-
tinue. At the same time, the landscape here has been heavily damaged by
deforestation due to agricultural activities. This may provide short-term live-
lihood but over time may damage the water supply and the soil, and lead to
longer-term problems.

Our philosophy of “heal the landscape, heal the society” is grounded in a
philosophy of Win-Win urban design. We combine a sensitive and holistic

approach of large-scale infrastructure and development work with a strategy
of selective reforestation and the development of new agricultural methods
and new industries. All of these methods aim to develop and enrich the local
population rather than extracting wealth to foreign entities.

Our sincere hope is to create a beautiful, large-scale landscape and urban fab-
ric in Anlong Veng that helps to secure peace, security, and national identity
in this special place.

DaeWha Kang
London, 2017
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Heal the landscape, heal the society.

The landscape in Anlong Veng district has been heavily damaged over the years. Some
parts of the Dangrek Mountains still have dangerous land mines that pose a risk to
residents and visitors. This region also has some of the most acute deforestation in
Cambodia because of the desire for new agricultural land. Society, history, and land-
scape are also deeply linked. Ta Mok employed forced labour to dam the river and
create Anlong Veng lake.

Agriculture creates a livelihood for farmers but when all of the land is deforested it
will eventually lose its soil due to erosion and its clean water due to contamination.
An approach of selective regeneration of this landscape can come together with a
possibility for long-term prosperity of those who live in Anlong Veng.
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Create sustainable, long-term prosperity for the local people.

Peace finally came to Cambodia not through military victory but through the Win-
Win policy of encouraging the Khmer Rouge to put down their weapons and rejoin
society. Our urban development should also be a Win-Win project for the future of
Anlong Veng. Ultimately we can have foreign investors and visitors from all around
the world, but the core of our project is for local benefit. We will create a place that
supports Cambodians, shares the gains with the local people, and develops new indus-
tries and new skills that will build a new future for all those who live in Anlong Veng.

Our approach combines the tourism industry with large-scale planting, earthworks,
and transformative industries that will provide local jobs and skill development for
those who live in Anlong Veng today. A prosperous future depends not only on build-
ings, but on the foundations of human capital and investment in people.
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Make a beautiful and unforgettable experience for all who come.

With the Khmer Rouge, darkness often followed, and there are points of sadness in
the history and locales of Anlong Veng. However, the landscape is also beautiful and
fertile, and the Dangrek Mountains create dramatic vistas across the landscape.

By using outstanding design, we will create a place of unforgettable beauty in Anlong
Veng. Using the natural features and existing landscape, even simple and pure build-
ings can create a lasting memory.
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Principles for Design.

Our approach rests on the following core principles. Just as the Win-Win policy of
reconciliation became a model for other nations to emulate, we envision our Anlong
Veng urban design as an outstanding example of sustainable urban development that
others can follow.

-Create a meaningful landscape journey through past traumas and future dreams.
-Restore and protect the land through large-scale strategic landscape design.

-Set an outstanding example of sustainable urban development for Southeast Asia.
-Attract major global organisations (such as Gates Foundation or similar) as finan-
cial and technical partners.

Our goal is to create a vision for Anlong Veng that is world-class, and opens the
possibility of collaboration with global technical partners who can lend their support
and expertise.
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Sites of suffering transformed to sites of regeneration.

DC-Cam has identified fourteen key historical sites along the way from Anlong Veng
village to the top of Dangrek Mountain. History gives layers of meaning to a place,
and even dark history can add value. The Khmer Rouge history is what makes Anlong
Veng unique, and the challenge is how to capture the essence of this character with-
out becoming trapped in a dark past. Our aim is to develop the area not by erasing the
memories of violence and trauma, but by transforming them from sites of suffering
to sites of regeneration. In this way a dark history can become a bright future.

A place of violence to women, where Son Sen’s wife and children were raped and
murdered, can be transformed into a women’s centre for training and counseling.
A warehouse where land mines were stored and built can be transformed into a site
where people manufacture crutches, wheelchairs, and bicycles. In this way something
that injured people and took away their mobility can be transformed to something
that gives people jobs through enhancing mobility and rehabilitating society.
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Golden threads control, add value & character to future urbanisation.

Our regeneration of the landscape begins with a golden thread. Rather than appro-
priating large areas of land, the narrow threads can be implemented with minimal
disruption to existing land use patterns and avoid disrupting residents’ livelihoods.
At the same time, the path of these golden threads can be used to create boundaries
to limit urban sprawl in the future. By planting trees and creating new terrain and
waterways along these curving lines, we add character and value to the future towns
that will grow around them.

The threads link important sites together and create a narrative journey and a natural
corridor through the landscape. Rather than following the road network directly they
complement and cross it at important points.
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Precedent: a thin green ribbon in New River Walk, London.

The thin green ribbon of New River Walk in London, UK is a linear regeneration
scheme built around a 50km long canal that supplies water to the city. Over time,
the city has grown densely around this narrow park, but because of the careful land-
scaping and selection of trees, the experience inside creates a special feeling of deep
forest. Even with only thirty or forty metres in width, New River Walk creates a sur-
prising and valuable moment within an otherwise urban area.

Over time, these threads of natural restoration add to the character and economic
value of districts like these. They also give structure to the urban form and can help
to organise large-scale infrastructure like flood control, water supply, and soil erosion
mitigation measures.
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Connect significant sites with a meaningful journey through history.

Our proposal begins by linking the fourteen key historical sites between Anlong Veng
Lake and Pol Pot’s mountain house in the Dangrek Mountains. We create a winding
walk through city and agricultural hinterland, developing a golden thread linking all of
the sites from one end to the other.

Each person who arrives at the lake for their orientation will receive a map and a
seedling tree and set out on their walk to the Dangrek mountainside. The journey is
twenty kilometers and takes three days. Younger visitors can hike and others can ride
bicycle rickshaws operated by local youth tour guides. Along the way, each person will
plant their tree and become a participant in the healing of the landscape of Anlong
Veng. The process of learning about history and the process of healing the landscape
are brought together into a single, powerful experience.

The journey ends on the morning of the third day, watching the sun rise from the
cliffs atop Dangrek Mountain.
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Create remarkable experiences with a few simple but iconic buildings.

The powerful landscape of Ta Mok’ lake and the cliffside of Anlong Veng Peace
Center provide a strong backdrop for architectural interventions. This regeneration
will be focused primarily on improving the urban quality of life and local economy
for residents, but a selection of dramatic and beautiful buildings can create an unfor-
gettable memory for all who come.

We imagine clifftop buildings hanging from the cliffside of the mountain, allowing us
to preserve the views from the top but also creating an amazing experience for those
who venture down into the buildings. The visitor arrival centre may be like a floating
flower hovering above Anlong Veng lake.

Our work will also identify other sites for special buildings within the district.
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Extend the golden threads into the wider district of Anlong Veng.

Our aim is to rehabilitate nature, preserving agricultural value and creating recreation-
al and educational tourism ribbons throughout the district.

The starting point for history begins in Anlong Veng with its history of Ta Mok
and Pol Pot. We imagine a marker for the future in O’Smach with a new Win-Win
monument marking the west end of the district. In the rich agricultural land that lies
between these places, we envision a network of additional threads that follow the
principle of healing the landscape, healing the society. New trees will be planted, wa-
terways will be secured, recreation and tourism journeys will be created.

This system is narrow, sensitive, flexible, and enhances the existing agricultural econ-
omy while at the same time introducing possibilities for brand new industries and
sources of wealth for the residents of Anlong Veng.
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Landscape method: structure the land with strategic threads.

The golden threads running through the landscape are more than just a line of trees
planted in the landscape. We envision a comprehensive infrastructure project that
echoes the ancient Angkor civil engineering works. Our works will be sensitive and
flexible, but they will have a large-scale and long-term impact.

Changing the topography of the land along this golden thread will give us possibil-
ities for reducing soil erosion over time, controlling water run-off, and ensuring the
productivity of the agricultural land in the future. These lines will also give structure
to the urban and agricultural landscape, maintaining character and order even while
allowing local development to proceed with freedom.
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Develop waterways and control irrigation and soil erosion.

The threads of our development will introduce a series of waterbreaks and canals in
the Anlong Veng district. There is a long tradition in Cambodia of large-scale pro-
jects to capture water reservoirs, control flooding, and provide irrigation for farms.
In addition to this, our waterways can provide recreation and enjoyment for residents
and visitors alike.

Part of our development plan will include an education component that can train
local residents in water management and sustainable agricultural practices. A secure
water supply is key to the success of any development and our proposal will provide
a comprehensive strategy.
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Grow society together with landscape. All who come will plant a tree.

The threads will also represent a regeneration of the forest in Anlong Veng. This
process is a long-term strategy that will transform the landscape over decades and
centuries. Each person who takes the educational tourism path will be given a small
tree to plant along the way. Over time, all will see these trees grow as the cities around
also grow and the youth of Anlong Veng find more prosperity.

The tree becomes a metaphor for the long-term perspective of our Win-Win urban
design policy. We maintain the livelihood of the farmers but we also give them longer-
term security and gradually introduce new industries and new sources of work and
prosperity. We avoid short-term decisions that remove wealth to outside countries
and we focus on policies that will grow steadily with the trees in Anlong Veng.
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Build new industries for the people of Anlong Veng.

We aim to use educational tourism and urban development as a backbone for local
training and employment through new industries.

Tourism is a key element of this plan, but in addition to this we imagine many new
sectors developing within Anlong Veng in association with the new urbanisation and
development. Sustainable agriculture will become a more profitable endeavour, while
forestry will become another important element of the economy as we develop the
green ribbons through the site.

Education and healing or counseling will also be a part of the development. Sustaina-
ble mining is one innovative way of extracting wealth from the mountains while using
the same companies to create carefully planned developable areas on the mountain
slopes. We would like to develop new industries around manufacturing in Anlong
Veng. Some may be associated with a new sustainable wood construction industry,
while others might build wheelchairs, bicycles or other products related to mobility.
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A new sustainable urban development for Anlong Veng.

We imagine Anlong Veng in fifty or one hundred year’s time and see a beautiful and
prosperous place where sustainable agriculture is hand in hand with new urban devel-

opment. The trees along the golden strands would grow always more mature into a
vibrant and beautiful linear jungle.
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The need for a comprehensive master plan.

The next step of the work will be to undertake a proper exercise developing the
framework for future development. This study will lay the groundwork for creating a
comprehensive master plan.

In parallel, more detailed design studies should also be undertaken to envision the
aesthetic potential of the future development.
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Evocative images.
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These images give a first impression of how moments along the journey might feel.
SrnfigryjsAgisifis:
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Expanding on the Anlong Veng Peace Center mission.

Our proposals are part of an integrated strategy that has already begun with the Doc-
umentation Center of Cambodia’s work at the Anlong Veng Peace Center. It is of
great importance that the work that we do is closely coordinated with the efforts of
genocide education and reconciliation programmes that are going on today.
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PERSPECTIVES OF CAMBODIA
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Rural landscape
O’smach, Oddar Meanchey Province
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Residential area with farms
Krong Samraong, Oddar Meanchey Province
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Residential area with farms on the water
National Highway, Krong Samraong, Oddar Meanchey Province
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O’smach Primary School
O’smach, Oddar Meanchey Province
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Residential part of town centre
Krong Samraong, Oddar Meanchey Province
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Market street in town centre
O’smach, Oddar Meanchey Province
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Residential area neighbouring with water
Krong Samraong, Oddar Meanchey Province
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